
 

www.filidargento.com 
by Giorgia Iorio 

TUTORIAL 

FOLD-FORMING GINKGO LEAF EARRINGS  



www.filidargento.com 

    copyright. All rights are reserved, it is forbidden to partially reproduce texts, photographs or drawings for any use by any means. The use for 

teaching purposes towards third parties is forbidden without the prior authorization of the author. The diffusion in any form whatever the purpose is 

forbidden. Prohibited duplicate or photocopy parts of the text. Any violation will be prosecuted according to the law. 



 

 

Fili d’Argento 
by Giorgia Iorio 

 

FOLD-FORMING GINKGO LEAF EARRINGS PROJECT   
 
 

 
www.filidargento.com 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

Difficulty Degrees 



www.filidargento.com 



3 

5 With the a flush texture hammer, engrave 

the piece with fan-shaped marks on the leaf. 

1 Print the drawing you find at the end of 

this tutorial and cut out the shape. 
2 Trace the shape roughly with a marker on 

the aluminum plate. 
3 Use metal scissors to cut out the shape just 

drawn. 

4 With simple curved nail scissors, or the goldsmith's saw for metals, cut out two shapes. 

   

- 24 gauge metal wire (1,57 inch) 

- 20 gauge metal wire (2,76 inch) 

- 0.5 mm aluminum sheet 

- Nail scissors or goldsmith's ha-

cksaw 

- Scissors for metal 

- 2 pcs 9mm x 6mm glass drops 

- Agata tip  

- Conical tips pliers  

- Curved tip pliers 

- cylindrical tips pliers 

- Goldsmith or modeling files 

- Dremel or nail drill 

- Milling bits 

- Flat cut cutter (wire cutter) 

- Awl  

- Permanent marker 

- Flush texture hammer  

- Flat hammer 

- Steel anvil 

- Mask for fine dust (FFP3 recom-

mended) 

MATERIALS AND TOOLS: 

***** FOLDFORMING GINKGO LEAF EARRINGS  
In the East the Ginkgo is a symbol of coincidence between the opposites, and the 

immutability of things. It is said to be able to ward off evil spirits. It is used to prevent 

physical and cerebral aging for millennia. For an incorrect transcription the word 

"Ginkgo" was derived from the Japanese Ginkyo, which means "silver apricot". It is 

considered a "living fossil" whose species is the oldest on earth and only the present 

species has survived the ice age. 
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7  Scratch the entire surface of the leaf with 

the Dremel, continue on the back if desired. 

Always use a dust mask. 

8 With the Agata tip polish the internal veins 

that were previously created with a flush 

textured hammer. 

10 Alternating the cylindrical and conical 

pliers undulate the entire leaf making it thre-

e-dimensional. 

11 Bend the stem backwards as in the pictu-

re. 

6 With the help of files and Dremel, shape the leaf creating small rounded undulations, like the 

ends of the true Ginkgo leaves. 

9 With a awl pierce the leaf creating a hole 

of about 0.8 mm. Finish the hole with the tip 

of the Dremel. 
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13 Bend the end of the hook to "S". 

14 Cut, file and tighten the end. 

17 Using 2,76 inch(7 cm) the 20 gauge wire 

create two ear hook. 

16 With the conical-tipped pliers create an eyelet on the thread of the drop and insert all into 

the hole of leaf. 

12 With the help of the conical-tipped pliers create a hook behind the leaf. 

15 Insert 1,57 inch(4 cm) 24 gauge wire into the hole of glass drop creathing a small loop. 
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19 Insert the ear hook on the leaf. 

21 Beat the ears hooks to harden them and 

flatten them slightly. 

18 Fold ear hook wire as shown in the pictu-

re. 
20 Close the end of ear hook as shown in 

the picture and cut. 

22 And here are the 

finished earrings. 



 Full-size drawing, ready to print. 
 

Dimensions single Leaf 

1,10 inch (2.8 cm) height x 1,38 inch (3.5 cm) width. 

 

Dimensions earring including hook and drop are approximately 

2,48 inch (6.3 cm) height x 1,38 inch (3.5 cm) width. 
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